
CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS

There are events in our 
lives that seem to be 
markers, times when 
things change and 
don't go back to what 
they were. These most 
recent years seem to 
have had no shortage 
of such events. The 
invasion of Ukraine has 

led to us thinking again about what was 
called ‘The Cold War’, something we thought 
was easing, and now we wonder if peace in 
Europe was a phase for a few decades rather 
than a settled position. The conflict in 
Palestine has been even more tragic, and at 
best we can only pray for peace and wisdom 
for all parties. 
The nature of war and powers that seem to 
confront our nation may change, but there 
always seems to be fear. As we approach 
Christmas, I always used to think that the 
festive season had not properly started until I 
heard on the radio the strains of ‘And so this 
is Christmas, and what have you done?’ 
I recall reading that when John Lennon wrote 
this he added the refrain ‘war is over’ 
because as he said ‘there always seems to be 
a war going on somewhere’. It is indeed hard 
to think of many festive periods when there 
has not been a conflict somewhere in the 
world. 
At the same time though we remember the 
birth of the Christ Child, our Saviour. We 
remember because in it God kept the 
promise foretold through the prophets. God 
showed us that he loved us and broke into 
our world in the understated way that we 
remember through nativity plays in so many 
churches, yet it was just as had been 
prophesied.  In the midst of terror threats, 
we stop and recall God’s way and that it is a 
different way. In Hebrews 5 we read this 
verse: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?’
This Christmastide we have a number of 
special services across our three hubs and 
hope that we can all celebrate the good news 
that Christmas brings, and also take time out 
to remember those we have lost in our ‘Time 
to remember’ event. My prayer is that all 
Montrose folk have a blessed Christmas and 
that in the year to come we can hold on to 
the promise from God that he never leaves us 
nor forsakes us. 

With every blessing, Derek
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BINNIE and AMBER

I’m sure everyone in Trinity by now knows 
Binnie and her guide dog Amber.  One of 
the highlights of the recent church Curry 
Night was watching Amber, ‘off duty’ rolling 
on her back on the floor being stroked and 
fussed over by all the  young children there.
Well, sadly a routine small op to remove a 
lump has revealed a malignant growth, 
which automatically means that Amber will 
be removed from her active role and after a 
few days, from Binnie herself, to then be 

placed with a local approved Guide Dog 
Boarder, until her future can be decided.

Di Millar











COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
QUESTIONS?

“ I never know when the services start? ”
“ I went to the  church at the usual time….and it   
was closed ”
“ I didn’t know that there was a Curry Night, 
otherwise I would have come? ”

IS THIS A PROBLEM YOU SUFFER FROM? 
NO ONE TELLS YOU WHAT IS HAPPENING, 

AND WHERE?

ANSWERS?
Come along to Sunday Service, when all activities 
are displayed on the screen before the service..
Pick up a copy of the monthly calendar of activities 
across  Montrose Trinity . This is produced by 
Chris Brown of Ferryden, copied to the two other 
hubs, and handed out at all three Sunday services.

WEL, I DON’T USUALLY COME TO CHURCH.
In that case, you have several options.

Church has changed. Give us another chance. 
Come along and see the differences for yourself.
Check the noticeboards outside your church.
They will be displaying a copy of Chris’s form.
OR
Watch the Sunday Service, live-streamed from 
Ferryden Church, led by our ministers, and 
viewable on Montrose Trinity YouTube channel.

I don’t know how to get YouTube?
Do you have a Smart TV? 

If not sure, ask your grandchild or another  
available  youngster for help.
If you can already watch BBCiPlayer, STV Player etc, 
I think you have a Smart TV.
Do you have a SmartPhone, iPad or similar tablet, 
Laptop or desk top computer?
If so, you are probably able to access YouTube, or 
better still, log onto our digital platforms.

www.montrose-trinity.co.uk
Facebook - Montrose Trinity

 Montrose Trinity Instagram Account

If you wish to plunge further into the church’s 
activities, then why not sign up for the 

WhatsApp - Trinity Church Prayer Net
and

WhatsApp - Trinity @Ferryden Chat

Michelle is  currently working on a 
Trinity -wide WhatsApp Group.

S

TRINIY@Ferryden Chat blog posted this 
picture on the morning of 15 November - in 
Montrose High Street, with volunteers from all 
three Hubs manning the Nativity Stall.

        

OUR COMMS TEAM
Originally consisting of  ‘old timers’, Edith, 
David and Douglas, it was augmented by 
Fiona, Louise, and now with a fresh intake, we
number nine, drawn from across  the Hubs.

Our  new team members are
Chris Brown News and events 
Pamela Strachan Events Diary
Ken Linton ‘Data Policing’. Get it?
Hannah Barnet Facebook, Instagram 
and who knows, maybe even TikTok?
Additionally,
Jamie Livingston -co-opted as our QR guru.
QR codes are everywhere now, and are a very 
quick way to access information and open 
web sites
It’s a real asset, and only Jamie has the QR 
code generator. (Like a Bond villain with a 
secret weapon? Just no Persian cat!
COSTS
A big concern for us is that our printing costs 
are high, with about £1000 for 800 copies 
each of three issues in 2025. 
We are keen to encourage members to sign 
up to receive speedy notification of events, 
changes in services, and also email delivery of 
the magazine by email, as is common now.

All we would require from you is your 
email address or a mobile phone number 

and we could start right away.
In fact, enclosed with this magazine is a form 
for completion with these basic details, and 
well as a Data statement produced by our 
Data Protection officer. ONLY church business 
will be shared with you, and will NEVER be 
forwarded on to any Third Parties.

Douglas Craig (Comms Convenor)

http://www.montrose-trinity.co.uk




 





A NEW CHAPTER IN THE LIFE OF 
TRINITY

CHURCH@FERRYDEN

Part 1
As part of the Perth Presbytery Mission 
Plan, on January 4 2026  Ferryden Church, 
known locally as the Fisherman’s Church, 

will host its last official 
service. The service will 
be a celebration of its 
Christian witness in the 
local community for the 
past 180 years.
We will be sad to stop 
worshipping in our 
church building in 
Ferryden, built with 
funds from the  catches 
donated by the local 
Ferryden 

fishermen. To read more of the 
history,  go to the website 
under “About us”, or  just click 
this QR code.

Part 2   
New start – new Hub

Be reassured, however,  that although 
the church building will be sold off, that 
is definitely NOT the end of the church 
in Ferryden.
Adopting the Church’s vision of ‘ well 
equipped spaces in the right places’ the 
church family will simply be relocating to 
the Hall.
You will probably be aware that extensive 
planning for the conversion of the hall into 
a multi-use Hub has been carried out. 

   

The hope is that, as well as being the new 
worship centre, the Hub will provide a 
facility which the community will be happy 
to use and will be a focus for the whole 
area. The planning has passed significant 
stages and it is hoped that the final go-
ahead will be given very soon.

To view all plans and planning 
documents click here

So, how do you go about 
moving out  and selling off a church?

It’s certainly not just a case of posting a 
FOR SALE sign and hiring night club 
bouncers to manage the crowds of 
enthusiastic viewers. There are many items 
which are important to church members, to 
the local community and to church history 
and what happens to them will have to be 
considered carefully and sensitively. 
Fortunately, we had a visit in June from the 
Scotland's Churches Trust who 
inventoried all the contents of the church 
and advised on how to dispose of items of 
historical interest, including several War 
Memorials within the church premises. As 
part of the preparation of the Hall to 
become the interim Worship Hub, various 
minor physical alterations, including the 
entrance door, and changing the 
orientation of the hall are already under 
way, with  “Toasty Audio’ poised to remove 
the tech gear from the church and re-
install  it in the hall.

Alan Fraser

Materials bought include some 
THIRTY litres of paint!

Can you see where this is going?
ALL members of Montrose Trinity are 
invited to rinse out your rollers and 
brushes and come along to help 
transform a currently drab hall to one fit 
for our ‘new’ church.
We’ll let you know when we’re ready 

to decorate.



 



 

If you have any concerns about the way 
Trinity Church gets in touch with you, 
please let us know, directly or via the”
contact Us” page on our website.





MESSY CHURCH
Messy Church is church for 
families who want to enjoy 
Faith and fellowship in a fun 
and relaxed way.

Sundays - Steeple Hall
16.00 - 17.30


